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Which policies?

• Local Plan (land use planning)

• Subsidiary land use planning docs, Site 
Allocations

• Sub-regional policies (WECA, LEP)

• Energy policies, strategies and frameworks
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Draft Local Plan Timeline

Issues consultation

(Regulation 18)

End Jan 2018 to end March 2018 2
0

1
8

Publication

(Regulation 19)

End March 2019 – end May

2
0

1
9

Submission Sept 2019

Examination hearings Jan 2020

2
0

2
0

Main modifications Feb 2020 – March 2020

Inspectors report Apr 2020

Adoption July 2020
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Which policies to focus on?



City of Bristol CO2 Emissions (2013) 



Planning  - new build?

• Approximately 80% of the homes we live in in 
the UK today will still be in use in 2050

• So for Bristol…



Existing  Core Strategy policies

• Sustainability is embedded into almost every 
policy

• One of top core strategies nationally for 
sustainability policy content

• Well written BCS14 20% requirement (residual 
emissions) and hook for allowable solutions



• Policy BCS13 states that development should contribute to both mitigating 
and adapting to climate change, and to meeting targets to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions. The policy provides a high-level commitment to the 
issue and sets the tone for the policies that follow. It requires that 
development proposals be accompanied by a sustainability statement .

• Policy BCS14 promotes the use of renewable and low-carbon energy in 
new development. An ‘energy hierarchy’ and ‘heat hierarchy’ promote 
renewable and low-carbon energy over less sustainable sources. A Heat 
Priority Area is defined in which infrastructure for district heating will be 
sought. Development is expected to minimise its energy requirements and 
then include renewable energy to reduce its residual carbon dioxide 
emissions by a further 20%.

• Policy BCS15 sets out principles of sustainable design and construction 
that should be addressed in sustainability statements. It requires major 
development proposals to be accompanied by a BREEAM or Code for 
Sustainable Homes assessment and super-major development proposals 
to be accompanied by a BREEAM Communities assessment. 



Existing policies; successes/challenges

• The “Merton Rule”

• Fabric (until 2010)

• Transport hierarchy

• Brownfield

• Modal share of journeys by car

• Density



Existing policies; successes/challenges

• Greenbelt

• Cars as total number of journeys

• Density

• “Allowable solutions”

• Implementation…

• …Enforcement!



Issues that have emerged since…

• Resilience

• Food 

• Metrobus

• Air Quality (particularly awareness around 
biomass)

• Energy balancing and storage

• Decentralised energy generation (requires sites 
within urban area)

• Electric heating vs gas



Site Allocations

Policy DM27: Layout and Form

• Blocks and Plots:

• The layout and form of development, including the 
size, shape, form and configuration of blocks and 
plots, will be expected to:

• Respond appropriately to local climatic conditions 
including solar orientation and prevailing winds to 
maximise the opportunities for energy efficient 
design, renewable energy generation and access to 
sunlight within the development







Existing policies – contradictions?

• Parking for high street small businesses?

• Biomass vs air quality

• Employment land central or out of town (CO2

vs NO2)



National Planning Policy Framework

2.4 To help increase the use and supply of renewable and low carbon energy, 
the NPPF states that local planning authorities should:
• Have a positive strategy to promote energy from renewable and low 

carbon sources
• Design their policies to maximise renewable and low carbon energy 

development while ensuring that adverse impacts are addressed 
satisfactorily, including cumulative landscape and visual impacts

• Consider identifying suitable areas for renewable and low carbon energy 
sources, and supporting infrastructure, where this would help secure the 
development of such sources 

• Support community-led initiatives for renewable and low carbon energy, 
including developments outside such areas being taken forward through 
neighbourhood planning

• Identify opportunities where development can draw its energy supply 
from decentralised, renewable or low carbon energy supply systems and 
for co-locating potential heat customers and suppliers



Community Involvement

1. Big room, invite list, speakers, slides, plenary 
debate

2. …open invite, speakers, slides, plenary debate

3. …speakers, slides, plenary debate, small groups

4. As above + mix of activities

5. Mobile stand tour neighbourhoods

6. Iterative challenges



Will digital save consultation?

+  Smaller local government

+ Allows tailored experience to suit participant

+ New and innovative tools

+ Can allow iterative challenge

- Digital exclusion

• (Open Data, Fixmystreet…)





Things that 
have gone

What you 
know

What you got





Resources



BCC GIS

http://maps.bristol.gov.uk/policies/



Conclusions

• For renewables, site allocations as  well as local 
plan?

• Planning policy timescale 3-4 years +
• Planning influences only a proportion of 

emissions…
• …but is worth engaging with to influence
• Remember who else is engaging
• Need to ID other processes to influence retrofit

(solar PV and insulation)
• Consultation / engagement ...?


